154                                NADIR   SHAH

Before leaving Delhi, Nadir dispatched a number of Indian boat-
builders and carpenters to the river Oxus, via Kabul and Balkh, in order
to build boats for the transport of his army in the Turkistan campaign.
In addition, he engaged numbers of other carpenters, as well as stone-
cutters, masons, goldsmiths and other craftsmen,1 his intention being to
erect in Persia a city on the model of Delhi.2 Some Indians of higher
rank and attainments were also enrolled in the Shah's service ; the most
important of these was 'Alavi Khan, the Hakim-Bashi or Chief Physician,
whom Nadir engaged to cure him of a dropsical complaint that he had
contracted before his invasion of India.3 Khwaja 'Abdu'l-Karim ibn
'Aqibat Mahmud of Kashmir, who subsequently wrote the Bayan-i-Waqi\
also entered his service this time.

An immense baggage train consisting of mules and camels was prepared
for the transport of all the treasures, and several hundred elephants and a
large number of horses were included in the spoils.4 On the yth Safar
(i6th May) all at length was ready, and Nadir, mounted on an 'Iraqi
horse, rode through the streets of Delhi to the Kabul Gate, Ashub
was one of the throng of spectators in the streets, and obtained an excellent
view of the Shah as he passed. Nadir had on his head a red cap in which
a jewelled aigrette was placed ; a white Kashmir shawl was wound round
"he cap. Ashub states that Nadir looked young, was strongly built
ind held himself very erect; his beard and moustache were dyed black.
He rode through the streets holding his head high and looking straight
Before him. When the people acclaimed him, he flung rupees to them with
Doth hands.5

On reaching the Shalimar gardens he halted until the following day.
The long return march then began in earnest.
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